
Criteria for selecting indicators  

direct as possible measures for 
the given aspect of deprivation 

up to date 

capable of being updated on a 
regular basis 

statistically robust 

measure widely relevant 
features of deprivation (not 

conditions just experienced by a 
small number of people or 

areas)

Indicators in the SIMD 2012 domains

Income

Adults receiving 
Income Support 
or Income-based 
Employment and 
Support 
Allowance
Children 
dependent on a 
recipient of 
Income Support, 
or Employment 
and Support 
Allowance
Adults receiving 
Jobseeker's 
Allowance
Children 
dependent on a 
recipient of 
Jobseeker's 
Allowance 
Adults and 
children in 
Working Families 
Tax Credit 
households 
whose income is 
below 60% of 
median (£198/ 
week)
Adults aged 60+ 
receiving 
Guarantee 
Pension Credit

Employment

Working age 
unemployment 
claimant count 
averaged over 12 
months
Working age 
Incapacity 
Benefit 
recipients or 
Employment and 
Support 
Allowance 
recipients
Working age 
Severe 
Disablement 
Allowance 
recipients

Housing

Percentage of 
people living in 
households which 
are overcrowded

Percentage of 
people living in 
households 
without central 
heating

Crime

Domestic 
housebreaking
Crimes of 
violence
Common assault
Sexual offences
Drugs offences
Vandalism

Access

Drive time to a 
GP
Drive time to 
retail centre
Drive time to a 
primary school
Drive time to a 
secondary school
Drive time to a 
post office
Drive time to a 
petrol station
Public transport 
travel time to a 
post office
Public transport 
travel time to a 
GP
Public transport 
travel time to 
retail centre

Education

Pupil 
performance on 
SQA at stage 4
School leavers 
aged 16-19 not in 
education, 
employment or 
training 
17-21 year olds 
enrolling into 
full-time higher 
education
School pupil 
absences
Working age 
adults with no 
qualifications

Health

Standardised 
Mortality Ratio
Comparative 
illness factor
Emergency stays 
in hospital
Estimated 
proportion of 
population being 
prescribed drugs 
for anxiety or 
depression or 
psychosis (2010)
Proportion of live 
singleton births 
of low birth 
weight 
(2006-2009)
Hospital stays 
related to 
alcohol misuse
Hospital stays 
related to drug 
misuse

Weights for each domain 
     Employment      28% 
     Income           28% 
     Health           14% 
     Education          14% 
     Access             9% 
     Crime             5% 
     Housing             2%


